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One of the distinctive features of the 50th anniversary edition of Xylexpo, created in 1968, is a series of events, shows and meetings to give a strong cultural focus to the exhibition.

“We have been telling for a long time that Xylexpo has changed and is changing, so we have to show the seeds of this new tree, launching clear signals for the directions we want to take in the coming 24 months”, commented Dario Corbetta, general director of the exhibition, as he introduced the side program.
Such value-added contents have requested hard work by the organization and represent a practical method to "measure in the field" the effectiveness of future-oriented decisions, so as to relaunch them with even more strength and on a wider scale in two years' time.

XIH-XYLEXPO INNOVATION HUB
For sure, Xylexpo is a review dedicated to "high technology", to the big changes that digitalization has brought and is bringing to companies.Such transformation has been going on for years, especially with the rise of the Internet and new categories of thought, but in recent years it has strongly accelerated.Hall 4 is hosting XIH-Xylexpo Innovaton Hub, with two special guests.The first one is Gruppo Comunica (stand D60), an integrated communication business that gathers very different experiences, from advanced virtual reality systems to traditional printed media, launching a clear message about the value of communications not only for big organizations, but also for small and medium businesses, which today can more easily leverage powerful tools to interact with their customers, as well as with their sales network or branch offices.The second one is CloudPlugs (stand D64), showing visitors and exhibitors the potential of the "new intelligence" in production, from connected technology to cloud intelligence, up to the management of fully automated factories in the “Industry 4.0” age. Such examples are also presented to bring smaller companies closer to concepts that still seem to be restricted to big industrial groups, while they have to become common and widespread heritage.

WAX-WOOD AT XYLEXPO
Another highlight of the Milan exhibition is dedicated to the origins of technology for wood and wood-based materials, actually to wood itself!
Hall 2 is offering the first "structured" experience of WAX-Wood at Xylexpo: you cannot just think about software, IoT, mechatronics, you need a clear vision of the starting points of our industry, namely wood, great processing skills (which seem to be disappearing), style, culture, history, design, all the values that have always built the foundations of this wonderful raw materials.






So, a celebration of wood in collaboration with three partners: the association Culturalegno-Lignamundi (stand Q29), driven by the passion of Gianni Cantarutti to play an often unknown role in searching and highlighting the beauty of wood and its expressions in the different continents and countries where it is grown.
In the same area you will find some masterpieces and an installation telling the story of Savinelli 1876 (stand R28), a brand of style, mastership, beauty and Italian pleasure that needs no introduction, having turned the production of smoking pipes from peculiar wood into an art.In this work, manual skills and the capacity to see the finished produce in each block of radish lead to unique, magical, unrepeatable creations…
And finally, another big name of made-in-Italy style and culture.Xylexpo has set up an area to display some pieces of the fascinating production by Riva 1920, one of the best expressions of the relationship between Brianza and furniture, tied to Xylexpo by a long story of friendship and nearness.In the Wax-Wood at Xylexpo area, some selected pieces by Maurizio Riva show what can be made from solid wood with leading-edge numerical control technology.This marriage has generated and constantly generates wonderful creatures that are now celebrated also at Xylexpo.
The offer will be rounded off by “Les Tourneurs de la Basse Valleè” (hall 4, stand D36) and sculptor Pietro Arnoldi (hall 2, stand S9).

"TINO SANA" JOINER MUSEUM
A special mention goes to another guest of Xylexpo 2018, the “Tino Sana” Museum, another long-time friend of the exhibition who will be one of the big stars at Xylexpo this year, with sixteen areas that will provide a frame for halls 1-3. It will be a unique experience: besides the presentation of all the initiatives promoted with dedication and commitment by Tino Sana and his family, Xylexpo will also display ancient equipment and unique pieces, a historical heritage that will impress even the greatest fans of advanced technology!
It's a different angle to observe wood, a homage to the story of equipment used to create objects that could help people in their daily lives.These pieces tell the life of people of processed wood one century ago, stressing how important it is to work every day to preserve the original charm of this material, its deserved role and place in everyday life.In the sixteen areas dedicated to "Tino Sana" visitors will also find information about the company, the foundation, the school and many cultural initiatives promoted by this wonderful family.

XYLEXPO ARENA
Another distinctive element of Xylexpo 2018 is the Xylexpo Arena (hall 4, stand C31-D32), a real "theater" inside the expo center to talk about many industry-related topics.We really feel that, today more than ever, there is a strong demand for information, discussion, knowledge, because many things are changing and not everyone has easy access to the necessary information.

The program is very rich and variegated, with a highlight represented by a cycle of four seminars about the sustainability of adhesives and coatings, organized by the "Giulio Natta" Department of Chemistry, Materials and Chemical Engineering of Politecnico di Milano and by Catas, Europe's most important laboratory for the wood-furniture industry.These meetings offer relevant contents, also through the participation of valuable testimonials such as Panguaneta, Marlegno, Agroils, Alpi, Arpa Laminati, Arsonsisi, Akzo Nobel, Ica, Merck Group, Gruppo Lechler, Valcucine...
For some time now, a key topic in any human activity has been sustainability, the most efficient use of resources to achieve results in line with your objectives.This focus has clearly involved the whole universe of coatings and adhesives for wood and wood-based materials, essential aspects for industrial furniture production.
The round of meetings is sponsored by Poliefun, an association created at Politecnico di Milano to gather surface finishing companies and universities, promoting the development of enterprise culture, research and innovation.
Xylexpo is hosting the meeting from Tuesday 8 to Friday 11, from 2.30 pm to 4 pm.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Industry X.0” topics will also be discussed in four meetings organized by Accenture, each featuring a specialist of specific aspects of the current industrial revolution, and in-depth presentations by Iq Consulting, a spin-off of the University of Brescia, dedicated to digital technology, 3d printing, project culture and supply management.
Two meetings will be focused on joinery and carpentry, organized by Stefano Frignani of Kosmosoft, who will illustrate the "Joinery 4.0" concept and an innovative "method" he has created.Another major actor at Xylexpo Arena will be Conlegno/FederlegnoArredo, dealing with the hot topic of “due diligence” in the wood and pulp industry, while Csil-Centro studi industria leggera will present its successful “World Furniture Outlook”, 2018 edition.

XIA-XYLEXPO INNOVATION AWARDS
It's the third edition for XIA-Xylexpo Innovation Awards, open to all Xylexpo exhibitors.About forty applications have been submitted in the four sections of the award, namely primary operation and solid wood processing, panel processing, tools and finishing.
The jury – made up of five representatives of research institutes, universities, training center and testing laboratories, all renowned and impartial – selected the best candidates to choose the top-three winners in each category; the winners will be revealed on the second evening of the exhibition, Wednesday May 9, 2018, during “The Night of Xylexpo”, a gala evening for exhibitors, media and big buyers.
The jury includes Stefano Berti, Chairman, research manager of Cnr at Ivalsa in Sesto Fiorentino;Franco Bulian, deputy manager and marketing manager of Catas, Europe's most important laboratory for tests, certification and research in the wood-furniture industry;Felice Ragazzo, professor for higher education at the Industrial Design department at the University La Sapienza in Rome;Frieder Scholz, teacher at the Hochschule Rosenheim and director of the Master in wood technology;Giacomo Goli, researcher for wood technology and forest applications at the department of Management of Agricultural, Food and Forest Systems at the University of Florence.
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