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XYLEXPO 2018: AN EDITION THAT LOOKS INTO THE FUTURE!   02   

The doors are opening at the 26th edition of Xylexpo, the biennial international exhibition of woodworking technology and furniture industry supplies to be held in four halls at Fieramilano-Rho from 8 to 12 May. The total exhibition area will be close to 35 thousand square meters (the final figure will be available ex-post, as the organizers are still receiving last-minute applications), with 426 exhibitors (until April 30), including 309 from Italy and 117 from abroad.

“The available space is basically sold out”, says Dario Corbetta, general director of the event and Acimall, the Italian association of wood technology manufacturers which, through its operating arm Cepra, controls and organizes the international exhibition.  “We have consolidated the number of exhibitors, although the final figure is slightly lower than two years ago. However, this is due to a specific trend, namely that many co-exhibitors have disappeared, as they have been finally absorbed into the controlling companies. 
Just think about the consolidation we have seen in recent months, with the decision of a few major groups to adopt a "one brand" strategy, thus cutting the number of brands listed in our catalog; they have disappeared or they have been embedded into the name of a machine model. 
And then, as we have said for a long time, statistics cannot be compared to ten years ago, when the situation was totally different, while the market today is really "constrained". Reality has changed radically, and we are happy about that, but we all have to face totally new challenges and situations. 
That's why we are saying that Xylexpo is opening a new season, we want to be very practical, open, transparent: we want to state that, starting from 2020, we want to offer a brand new show to the market, focusing on the big topics of an industry that has been going through a big revolution". 

The exhibition is alive and kicking. This year – despite the event has a long and celebrated tradition – new exhibitors have registered, as evidence of the good reputation of the Milan event and the fact that the wood and furniture technology industry, however mature, still sees new companies arising or expanding, realizing that it's time for them to face the global challenge in an exhibition focused on “high technology”. 

Xylexpo 2018 will host a few more exhibitors from Germany and China, besides some Turkish companies that – leveraging improving products and an attractive quality-price ratio that appeals to a certain category of customers – come to Milan to test their competitiveness.



[bookmark: _GoBack]The exhibition will illustrate the “state of the art” of the industry and reaffirm that this is “the age of big groups”. In recent years, the industry represented by Xylexpo has seen an expansion of the role and size of big groups, surrounded by a vital and variegated multitude of micro and small businesses that are showing their potential… 

“What seems to be disappearing is mid-sized company, a category with fewer and fewer representatives”, Dario Corbetta commented: "The gap seems to be widening, although the common denominator is a high level of technology, that's a basic condition that all industry companies must satisfy, independently of their size". 

Xylexpo will show this: it will feature big international groups that can build complete plants for big furniture manufacturers, and it will also feature those who produce equally sophisticated technology to make products with the same quality but smaller volumes, maybe addressed to a market niche identified with competence and passion.

The exhibition will reflect the Italian market that, while seriously damaged by the heavy crisis of recent years, continues to give signs of great vitality. Xylexpo can only be a preferential showcase for Italian technology, which once again is attending the event united and ready to show its best.

“You know that Xylexpo is predominantly focused on the domestic market. 70 percent of our visitors are Italian and we should not forget that Italy is still one of the most important markets in the world, with consumptions of wood and wood-based materials technology worth approximately one billion euro", commented the Acimall director.
"Not only: Italy is also one of the most advanced in terms of demand, as it is home to advanced customers looking for solutions with high innovation content in terms of finished product quality and the possibility to maximize process automation, a trend shared by all companies. 
Let me say it clearly: if your technology is successful in Italy, you can approach the rest of the world with great confidence. The success of the recent Salone del Mobile indicates that leading-edge design and production support a demand of ever different, ever new and powerful materials, supplies, machinery, technology and processes. 
For this reason, at Xylexpo in Milan, we have exhibitors with specific features, with a certain standard of products and size, because it's no use being here if you don't have the ideas and resources to approach the world. For the same reason, we expect many visitors from all over the world, as Xyexpo has positioned itself in this market segment and if you want to see the best of technology, you must come to Milan, where you are less "distracted" by other segments upstream or downstream of the production of goods, you are not constrained by narrow aisles or bottlenecks, and you don't find booths selling traditional clothing". 

THE FOURTH HALL
This year, Xylexpo has won another major challenge, namely the addition of a fourth hall. As known, the 2016 edition had filled all available spaces, so this year the organizers have decided to expand the area, although the priority of the exhibition is not chasing figures or records, but creating an exhibition that offers a working space, a place where demand and supply can meet. 
The fourth hall has allowed to meet increasing space demand by small and large exhibitors who requested more square meters than in the past, as evidence of the positive trend of the current economic season.
So, 35 thousand square meters against 29 thousand in the previous edition, adding a pole of attraction. As you all know, for some time now Xylexpo has adopted a principle that other exhibitions have approached just recently, namely building up the layout of each hall around major brands. The “focus companies” in the new hall 4 will be Ima Group, Felder Group and Weinig Group: followed by many others, these companies decided to seize the opportunity, allowing organizers to design a hall with high industrial and technological content, which will be a powerful magnet for visitors.

A richer, stronger, compact and international reviews, a “comfortable” event where you will also see the cornerstones of Xylexpo 2020. “The experience of recent years has taught us that we cannot stand still”, Corbetta concluded. “We have made a clear choice, namely to be the exhibition of innovation, automation, “Industry X.0”. Xylexpo is not about forestry or primary processing, it's about high-tech industries that process wood and wood-based materials, the more and more complex world of panels, from high-productivity plants for huge companies to small "smart" equipment for advanced handicraft businesses. We have taken this direction and the final destination will be even clearer in 2020, but we will start to show the way during Xylexpo 2018".
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