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04.	SPEECH BY LORENZO PRIMULTINI   
	president, Acimall
	“Xylexpo 2020”


Welcome! It’s a great pleasure to welcome so many guests here today. This is definitely a record attendance, reaffirming the role of Xylexpo within the mainstream business flows of the global industry of wood and furniture technology. Special thanks to those who have come from far away, I know what it means and the effort it takes, but I am confident that these days in Milan will reward you for the determination to be here with us.
Let me say that I am really excited to take part in this event: as of next June, someone else will guide our association and all its initiatives. My term is ending soon, but I still have the time to introduce the twenty-seventh edition of Xylexpo that, as you know, will take place in Milan next 26 to 29 May, 2020. It’s a long story that we are celebrating with a new logo we have become familiar with, a new image and a new calendar: four days instead of five, full of meetings, news, networking and search for new opportunities.

There are a few open questions: we all know about the current situation, with the day after Brexit with too many unknowns, an epidemic that might have a heavy impact on economic trends, and serious international conflicts. We hope that the events in the months before the official opening of Xylexpo 2020 will create a positive atmosphere for the exhibition… 

Thanks to all the guests that are here to represent organizations that have always supported the wood technology industry. Thank you Paolo Borgio of Fiera Milano, they have been our partners since the origins of our exhibition; thank you Massimo Goldoni, president of the committee that gathers all the exhibitions organized by the member associations of Confindustria, the big federation of Italian business we are proud to be a part of. And thank you Luigi De Vito, a friend with whom we share initiatives and projects in multiple areas, it’s a pleasure for us to have him here in the role of Eumabois vice president, the European federation of Acimall’s “peer” exhibitions. These three key figures will help us better understand what is still essential to create quality exhibitions that allow people – though living in a world with more and more “digital opportunities” – to meet face to face, look into each other's eyes and shake hands. I really believe that this reflection will add value to the stories you will report to your readers all over the world.



My regards to Andrea Giavon, director of the renowned institute Catas who will take the stage after me. This year, we have involved Catas in the organization of a calendar of valuable seminars, meetings and events, a new page for our exhibition, aiming at focusing attention of training and education. 

XIE-XYLEXPO INFORMATION EVENT
Another record for this press meeting is the number of “top exhibitors”, companies that have chosen to support us and take this opportunity to give you a preview of their booths at Xylexpo.
So, thank you to all the industry players attending this fourth Xylexpo Information Event, which I will list in alphabetical order: Aimsad, Bacci, Biesse, Big on Dry, Dalso, Fimal, Giardina Group, Greda, Homag, Incomac, Leuco, Metal World, Salvamac, Scm Group, Vitap and Weinig.

XYLEXPO 2020
What are you going to see in May? I leave it to director Dario Corbetta to present the economic context of the event and the industry in general. I will simply repeat that Xylexpo is organized by Acimall, a no-profit industrial association whose mission is to support the industry, create business opportunities for Italian companies and for organizations from all over the world, coming here to face the challenge of the demanding but rewarding Italian market.

What do we expect? A successful edition, for sure, that will always reflect the market situation. The 2018 edition closed with 37 thousand visits by 17,781 industry operators, 2.1 percent more than in 2016. Among them, 5,032 international visitors, 28.3 percent of total attendance. This year we expect to achieve the following figures: until January 30, 2020, 330 companies have registered at Xylexpo, with 30 percent share of international companies, covering a total net surface of 29 thousand square meters. This year, Xylexpo will occupy three halls, so as to ensure regular visitor flows to all exhibitors, as far as possible.
More generally, I can anticipate that we will keep the same layout of recent editions, placing one or more big players in each hall: Biesse Group and Ima Schelling in hall 1, Scm Group and Weinig Hoz-Her in hall 2, Homag Group, Felder, Cefla and Giardina Finishing in hall 3, just to mention a few.

Entrance tickets will be on sale at 15 euro, but free access will be granted to all those who pre-register on www.xylexpo.com.

In May, you will also find the fourth edition of "Xylexpo Awards", assigned by a jury with members from academia and research. This year there will be three categories: “Wood and Panel Processing” (including tools), “Finishing and Coating” (equipment and materials) and for the first time “IoT and industrial process management”. 
There will also be the Xylexpo Arena, turned into a multipurpose area hosting a few important conferences and a number of meetings, events and initiatives that our press office will present in the coming weeks, as well as the opening ceremony and “The Night of Xylexpo”, a networking event on May 27, the second day of the exhibition, open to exhibitors only, which you are also invited to join. That night, the winners of "Xylexpo Innovation Awards" will also be announced.

As I don't want to abuse your patience, I am passing the microphone to Andrea Giavon, who will complete my presentation with information about the program of seminars and conferences at Xylexpo 2020. 
Thank you and see you at FieraMilano-Rho from 26 to 29 May. 
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