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Milan, February 18th, 2020
  








CATAS AND XYLEXPO: AN EFFECTIVE ALLIANCE



Andrea Giavon, director of Catas, attended the press conference organized to present Xylexpo 2020, the biennial of wood and furniture technologies which will take place in Milan from 26 to 29 May.
Giavon presented the content of this new collaboration between the exhibition and the laboratory to the international trade press present at the event. The role of Catas inside this ”alliance” is to support the organization of a series of collateral events with a strong technical-scientific content.

Giavon started his speech introducing the results of the most important European laboratory for tests and certifications, which in 2019 carried out something like 48,152 tests, for a turnover closed to 7 million euros, 2 percent more than the previous year.
The staff has also grown (to date there are 54 Catas employees), with further new entries already expected for the first months of 2020.

After this preamble, the director of Catas focused on this new experience remembering that spreading knowledge is one of the tasks that Catas has always carried out with extreme attention and commitment, an activity that in 2020 will have a “significant moment” thanks to this new collaboration with Xylexpo: "The organizers have decided to emphasize the fundamental theme of training – Giavon said – and we immediately accepted their request to define a common path, starting from a survey of all the training opportunities dedicated to the wood and furniture sector present in our country”.

The rich list of schools, Universities and training institutes will allow to amplify the rich list of training opportunities that Xyexpo will offer this year in collaboration with Catas and other prestigious companies.
Giavon first presented the three conferences that will be the "heart" of the program: on Wednesday 27 May the Xylexpo Arena will host the second edition of the technical meeting "Next Wood - Designing together the surfaces of the future" – organized by Poliefun-Politecnico di Milano, Catas, Anver and Acimall – dedicated to the “answers of the coating and plant manufacturers to the increasingly demanding challenge of other covering materials (laminates, melamine papers, polymeric foils)”.
Thursday 28 May Xylexpo will sponsor the event “Adhesives in the furniture industry and the current evolution of products and processes”, organized by Catas and Federchimica (the association of the Italian chemical industries). We will talk about the application of veneers in the light of the new German formaldehyde regulation, the use of hot melt adhesives for the application of high glossy polymeric foils, the use of polyurethane adhesives with low free isocyanate content, and new vinyl adhesives resistant to water.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On Friday 29 May, Catas will introduce the topic of “Voc”, the volatile organic compounds responsible for indoor pollution. The presentation will inevitably start from the increasingly stringent rules on formaldehyde emissions, standards and laws which unfortunately are not internationally shared and very often force producers from all over the world to manage with different and complex requirements.

Giavon, together with the president of Acimall Lorenzo Primultini and the general manager Dario Corbetta, mentioned also the initiatives that will be organized to ensure that these and other activities – all hosted in the spaces of the Xylexpo Arena in hall 3 – will be able to involve the greater number of students interested in deepening important technical subjects related to the “wood-furniture planet”.

“We will offer teachers and students of educational realities of every order the opportunity to experience our fair firsthand”, added Dario Corbetta, director of the exhibition. "The “scientific direction” of Catas offers us the possibility to create a series of initiatives, paths and activities that we are still completing but that will certainly allow us to concretely show how much the industry believes in the mission of creating opportunities for concrete and objective in-depth studies, taking advantage of a large showcase of innovations that only Xylexpo can offer.
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