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WOODWORKING TECHNOLOGY: A SEASON OF “REFLECTION”... 

Despite the “back to normal” after the big boom of recent years, the wood and wood-based materials processing industry closed 2023 with a substantially positive result compared to excellent 2022, a year that had extended the exciting growth of demand in 2021.


2023 FINAL BALANCE
Variables	Value (mln euro)	Percent 
		variation 
		2023/2022
	Production	2,650 	+0.1 
Export	1,845 	+2.0 
Domestic market	   805	-4.0 
Import	   301	+6.3 
Trade balance	1,544	+1.2 
Apparent consumption	1,106	+8.9 


Our ongoing contacts with companies indicate serious worries about the trend of orders, now shrinking for a few quarters: this trend was expected in view of the amazing results recorded in the past few years.
Companies continue to have big orders in their books, which explain the “good” data recorded at the end of 2023.

Now they are looking to short and medium term trends and how “Industry 5.0” measures can revive demand, but we cannot forget that the “pause” of recent months is largely due to most companies waiting to know the actual conditions of the new regulation. During the Xylexpo days, the implementation decrees have not been passed, yet, with a delay that hopefully will not have a negative impact on the actual validity of the measure introduced by the government to renew its support to the economy and the production world.

Now it is necessary that “Industry 5.0” becomes a reality, putting an end to the long wait and restoring the propensity to investments of companies and groups, so that they can keep and increase their competitiveness on the global markets.
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